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eliminate poverty, provide employment for all and address rising inequalities. These failures

are both fuelling existential doubts about the future of the European progivell aalls

for taking back control of national destinies. Meanwhile, the message from scientists is
unequivocal: the higfO Nd 2y X NBa2dzNOS |yR Sy SyBEwhish yiSya
unsuskinable. It is also creating a persistentoxic environment, leading to premature
deaths:¥ 2 NJ Ayaidl yoOSsz tAFS SELISOGIyOé Ay 9dzNRLISO
almost 2 years, if air pollution was adequately addresséd acontext of a rising global

population and accelerating environmental degradation, the intensifying competition over
YVIEGdzNF £ NB&aA2dzNOSa Aada faz2 o0SO2YAy3a | YFe22N

In 2019, the European Heads of State, together with tleatrEuropean Parliament and
CommissionK I @S I dzyAljdzS 2 LI NIldzyAide &S SiidzA (% dzSB
increasing alarm about climate change by defirangew, coherent strategy for the EU based

on a shared vision for weltleing, prosperitypeace and security and protection of nature.

This vision must be translated into a new oaeching pos2020 strategy for the EU, in line

with the UN Sustainable Development Goals and {@mm goals to 2050. It should be

supported by a set of sciendmd quantified targets to 2030 and by policies fully integrating

the environmental, social and economic and security dimensions of sustainability. It must
include urgent shorterm actions, map out the transition required and allow Europe to assert

much nee&led leadership on an increasingly fractured world stage.

PROSPERITY 2030

The EU needs to adopt a transition framework for the coming decades, reaching deep into
economic goals and production systems. High level measures should include:

1. A clean macreeconomic, monetary and growth frameworkupporting decarbonisation,
greater resilience to economic shocks and natural disasters as well as mobilizing public
and private investments necessary for the ecological transition.

2. Acoherent midcentury decarbonisation strategyaimed at achieving net zero emissions
before 2050, taking the urgent early steps needed to put us on track for that objective,
and supported byectoral industrial strategiesind acarbon floor price.

3. A comprehensive Europeanaficy for sustainable consumptiongcovering nutrition,
mobility, housing and lifestylesas a complement to the current circular economy
package, an@iming at an 80% reduction in per capita material footprint by 2050.

4. Greater use of targeted economic instruments such as greemtion and public
procurement policiesat all levels of governance to shift individual and collective
behaviours.

30 x 30 Actions for a Sustainable Europe #Think2030 Action Plan, 22 November 2083



5. An accelerated implementation of theustainable finance action planin order b
reorient capital flows towards a more sustainable economy

6. Increased support for ectnnovation, starting with a more ambitiouseco-design
directive and supported by missieariented goals and adequate instruments within
Horizon Europe.

7. A new generatiorof waste prevention targets within theircular economy package and
the plastic strategybased on an absolute reduction in annual waste.

8.1 yS¢ | LIWINRIOK (2 (BotzpdduSiehandEchguipticnReasirBy a
coherence with relevant EU strategiésuch as those on decarbonisation) and supporting
farmers through resultdased payments combined with support for knowledge transfer
and innovation.

WELLBEING 2030

¢tKS a20Alf RAYSyaAzya 2F 9dz2NRPLISQad SYyOGANRYYS)
delivering a legitimate sustainability transition. Critical measures at the EU level should
include:

9. Design a comprehensive environmental health strategyoviding a coherent framework
for addressing public health threats linked most urgently with aitlytion, which
disproportionately harms the life chances of poorer communities, sufgported bynew
regulations for chemicals and medicines.

10. Strengthen theEuropean Social Pillar of Rights to support a Just Transittbrgugh a
range of social interverdns needed to secure jobs and livelihomdsering all potentially
affected sectors, communities and regions.

11.Integrate sustainability considerations in the reformsrafomeand wealthtaxation and
social protectionsystems, which will be necessary todaglss rising inequalities and
demographic changes.

12.Build the resilience of cities, rural communities and the wider environrtteoughmore
effective adaptation strategiesand action plans to addresfimate change.

13.Ensure the adequate representation oftinterests of both youth and future generations,
by establishingan EU Guardian for future generations.

14.Close the knowledge gapsgarding the connections between poverty, multidimensional
inequality (generation, geography, gender, race, income) and sadi#ity in Europe
through research and funding for socially innovative projects.

30 x 30 Actions for a Sustainable Europe #Think2030 Action Plan, 22 November 2048



NATURE 2030
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natural capital, embark on an ambitious and credible restoratipathway:

15. Adopt an ambitious EU biodiversity 2030 strategy, with smarter targefgecifying how
biodiversity will be valued, further loss halted and large scale restoration achieved as well
as abinding global agreement on biodiversity conservatipequivdent to the Paris
climate agreement.

16.A new Value Based approach to the oceaaddressing both the needs of different
stakeholders and the array of policies which have a bearing on the marine environment.

17. A sustainable bioeconomy strateggnsuring that thetransition from fossil to bidbased
resourcegemains within the scale compatible with SDGs and planetary boundaries.

18. A fresh review of the challenge of improving soil managememtEurope exploring the
option of a common policy

19.An inceased focus across the Member Statesrmplementing their Water Framework
Directive commitmentamore fully and rapidly and stimulatingore investment in water
conservation.

PEACE AND SECURITY 2030

To protect global peace and security, Europe needs tport a worldwide transition
towards greater sustainability through the following means:

20.Adopt a comprehensive horizon scanning and early warning system for environmental

i 2

and climate change risk¥ 2 NJ 9 dzZNR LJISQa Yy SAIKOo2dzNK22R | YR

interest.

21.Broaden the scope and increase the ambition of European climate diplontaggclude
other major interrelated environmental risks, for instance by strengthening the focus on
water issues.

22.Adopt specific initiatives to improve the awareness agdpacity of the EU and Member
{G1r0SaQ YA fedaidihgNthe rdie2 diJolithate and environment in conflict
prevention and resolution.

231 4SS GUKS 9! Q& (i NI RMarmdnizetl Zar@&ambiticus dnidednfentd 2 NJ
standards worldwide and cooperation agrements around lowcarbon and other
environmentally friendly technologies

24.]  NNB 2dzi |y | aaSaayYSandalsd dharpeitBe tBget@giof EUS NJF 2 N.

external assistancevis-a-vis delivery of SDG implementation in third countries, whilst
addressig the negative spilbver effects of its own economic model.
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GOVERNANCE 2030
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conditionalities on the use of European funds, greater alignment of thdtiddhnual
FnancialFrameworkto National Energy and Climate Plans, and measurable targets for
the environmental outcomes of each programme.

26.Include al levels of governmenin the design, implementation and monitoring phases of
9dzNR LISQa yS¢ adzadlAyloAftAade F3ISYRFEXZ |FyR
progress are encouraged to do so.

27.Establish a European Panel for Sustainability (EBS)an independent, higHevel
scientific multidisciplinary body, based on the IPCC model, reporting to the European
Council, to provide guidance and monitor progress.

28.Tackle gaps in the implementation of legislation and in accountalflityugh more
effective tse of Member State and European enforcement mechanisiasd a more
systematically facilitated publ&ccesgo environmental justice.

29.Incentivize businesses to go beyond compliandbanks to anew sustainability
certification scheme for European companiatigned with SDGs, independently verified
and based on best available environmental footprint methodologies

30.! GAfA&S 9 dzNP LIS MdEincraaSeYhmeantSriJcohdXaRod Sndl ransparency
in the transition integrating welbeing metrics into the proces

30 x 30 Actions for a Sustainable Europe #Think2030 Action Plan, 22 November 2053
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make sufficient progress in generally o 3 0 X 0 Sy Blengds yaNdSaiarinindly, ni$t bff

GKSY | NS 35 Sobryit@ill b kodllatestd dhiit SoMrse away from our failing trajectory,

and time is running out. We must recognize, in our-tagtay lives and in our governing institutions,

GKFG 9FNIK ¢6AGK I f fLetterisigned by I5864isdientidtsiii842cguntiies K2 Y S @ &
(2017)!

Open letter after open letter, scientists are warning us that we are running out of time: the more we
wait, the more likely it is that damage will become irreversible. The more we procrastinate, the more
painful will be the decisens we have to make. What is at stake is simply the capacity for humanity to
thrive and live in peace.

Three years ago, the European Union and its Member States, alongside other countries of the world,
took a bold step. They committed to transform radigahe way we work, move, eat and consume
goods and services by 2030 and to leave no one behind. In policy time, 2030 is tomorrow: with only
4000 days left to turn the entire economy and society around, decisive leadership is needed now.

In spite of itsmany achievements, the European continent has a tough road ahead to achieve
sustainable developmentWWe would need almost three earths to support the global economy if
European consumption patterns were replicated throughout the pl&net.

The Europeamproject is facing an existential crisis. Diverging views among member states, together

with increasing political polarisation within many of them, are increasingly paralyzing progress,
ONBIFGAY3a | GSYLIWFdAz2y G2 &Gl { Sle gill Dfporti@2of teNR £ ¢ |
Europan project most European citizens believe the European Union is largely irrelevant to their

daily reality. In fact, 64% believe their lives would be the same without the EU.

With elections around the corner, it will bertgting to focus debates on more or less Europe and to

LINR LI2AaS ljdzA O1 FTAESA G2 OAGAT SyaqQ OFtta T2N INBI
candidates, parties and European officials, focusing on sustainability will feel like disdirgsing
prevention when your own house is burning down around you. Yet it has never been so urgent for
Europetotake along SN @A Sg ® Ly GKS ¢2NRa 2F GKS DNBIF G [
deliberation, we must consider the impactofourdedi 2 ya 2y G(KS ySEG aS¢gSy 3§

In 2030, our children and grandchildren will be in their prime, trying to lead peaceful and meaningful

lives. The question which should inspire all of us is what world we want to create for them. This report,

based ona series of papers and exchanges amorge than a hundred European leadiagperts

from civil society, the private sector and public institutions, is aimed at those decisaérrs which

gAft 0S 02fR YR @GA&aA2YyIl NEBE Saléendedakd ldae a edadySDf 9 dzNZ |
prosperity, weHbeing, peace and security. It includes 30 concrete proposals for action by 2030, which,

if enacted by the next European Parliament and Council, could chart Europe and the world on a safer
course.
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The 7 European Environmental Actiona® (EAP) adopted in 2013, set an inspiring vision:

Ay wnpn 6S (AGS ¢Sttt sAGKAY (GKS LI IFySiQa
environment stem from an innovative, circular economy wheting is wasted and where

natural resources are managed sustainably, and biodiversity is protected, valued and restored

Ay slea GKFd SyKFyOS 2daldngrawinhs fodgbeen deédbapled A Sy O
from resource use, setting the pace fasade and sustainable global society."

However, evidence to date suggests that Europe is not on track to reach the objectives of the
70" EAP or the SDGs.

Graphic 1: Scoreboard of Eapean environmental policy vis-vis selected SDGs
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Source: Based on Eurostat 2017:Sustainable Developmentin the European Union — Menitoring report on progresstowardsthe SDGsin an EU context
The presentationisbased onthetrends overthe past fiveyears (‘short term’) only.

Methodology (p. 24 of the report): The methodelogy for calculating progress is for this report only, and considers whether an indicator has moved inthedesired direction or away
from the sustainable developmentobjective, as well as the speed of this movement. Itdoes not look at the ‘sustainability’ [S4) of the situation at any pointin time.

(2016)
Source: Based on Bertelsman Stiftung & SDSN. 2016.SDG Index and Dashboard — A global report. Average performance by SDG

Methodology (Annex2): To assess a country’s progress on 3 particular indicator, absolute quantitative thresholds are introduced to differentiate between situationswhere an SDG
threshold hasbeen met(green), where significant challenges remain (yellow), and where major challenges mustbe overcome if the country isto meet the goal red).

(2015) \_/ i
Source: Own grouping of SOER 2015 environmental indicators to relevantSDGs: (5-10yeartrends)
SDG 2: noindicatorsrelated toSDG 2 available
SDG &: Ecological status of freshwater bodies, Water quality and nutrient loading, Industrial pollution to air, soil 3nd water, Water pollution and related environmental healthrisk
SDG7: noindicatorsrelated toSDG 7 available
SDG 12: material resource efficiency and material uss
SDG 13: GHG andclimate change mitigation, Energy consumption and fossil fuel use, Climate change impacts on ecosystems, Climate change and related environmental healthrisks

SDG 14: Marineand coastal biodiversity
SDG 15: Terrestrial and freshwater biodiversity

Methodology:
The indicative assessments presented here are basad on key indicators [as available and used in SOER thematic briefings), aswell 3s expertjudgement.

This explains thgrowing consensus among scientists and experts on the need for systemic
changea in Europe and globaltyas the current generation of policies reaches its limits. More

ambition and new types of intervention and initiative are required to meet the targets now
SYSNBAY3 F2Nlunon YR Hnpn 060S@2yR GKIFIGD b2 &
its future programme, Horizon Europe, in terms of supporting multiple transitions. So does

the European Environment Agency (EEA) in terms dbitacoming State and @tlook of

European EnvironmermReport (SOER)
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The Think 2030 exercise and the papers within it are offered as a contribution to adapting
transition approactbhased oma refreshed ambition in the next phase of EU policy following
the elections andnstitutional changes due in 2019. This synthesis draws on a set of 15
individual papers on key thematic topics for 2030 commissioned from think tanks in 2018 and
circulated for commergamongst experts and interested stakeholders.

It aimsat putting them in a wider context andt expandngsome major themes and priorities.

hy GKA&a F2dzyRFdGA2y A0 RNIga a2YS 6ARSNI LREAO
policies and its role on the global stagéinally, it offers some thoughts about thele of the

European Parliament in engaging both its members and voters in building a shared vision and

a sense of ownership in taking this seminal agenda forward.

30 x 30 Actions for a Sustainable Europe #Think2030 Action Plan, 22 November 2018
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9dzNR LISQa HAnun HBWEnNNDinéBRAh Plah wérk ®nceaived before the
SDGghe Paris agreemeraindbefore some of the recent advances in scientific understanding
of planetary boundariesand of the scale of interconnected challenges to come. In light of
the severity and urgency of risélantified by experts around the world, a new approach is
now needed.

There is a growing sense that the time has come to move forwsadkrlined by the growing

public concern about the pressures on the oceans, especially from plastitise expanding

interest in sustainable food and dietary change. There may be more political space than
AaSSYSR LlaaAroftS 2yte (g2 &SINBR 320 Ly 9dzNP
citizens indicated that they wanted for the upcoming European elections to incledatels

around climate change and the environménOther key stakeholders, such as CEOs,
sustainability analysts and policy makers attending the World Economic Forum put
environmental challenges very high in terms of their analysis of globa&l risk.

Within this context, Europe faces a number of challenges, which will impact orbeialy,

nature, prosperity and security, and therefore on its ability to achieve the SDGs. This requires

a new model, with a stronger global framing, and more holistic understgnafithe interplay
0SU6SSY RAFTFSNBYG az20Alfx SO2y2YAOX Odz G dzNT f
the environment alongside prosperity, security and wmdlng as aspirations that are inter

locking and need to be addressed together. Titamework is captured in Figure 1.
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Despite their different foi; sixcommon themesare emerging fronthe thematic Think2030
papers regardingpow Europe should move forward.
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needs to be conceived as enabling multiple transitions at the scale and speed required. This
approach, already adoptenh the context of climate change and planning decarbonisation
pathwaysneeds to be applied in other areasyfindance in the circular economy.

Adopt sciencebased targets: There is need for sciendeased targets, addressing all
planetary boundaries, with supporting policies and sectoral stratediesgterm targets risk

a lack of attention to shorterm actionas raving a2050ime horizon can give a false sense

of having time. Credible pathways are required, as well as flexibility to revisit and recalibrate
approaches or objectives. This needs bea&ting, rapid feedback loops between science and
targets which allows ratchetirtigeither because technology is allowing for more rapid change
or because progress on quantifying planetary boundaries or new findings regarding
interaction between different phenomena warrants a new approach. Important questions
must beasked regardinghe appropriate horizon for the post 2020 strategy and its linkages
with budgetary and electoral cycles.

Towards a European Sustainability Par{f&lPS) Adopting sciencéased targetassumes a
much stronger scienepolicy interfaceprocess than what currently exists. Indeed, an
effective scienceolicy interface should include horizon scanning and foresight, address
short-term expertise needs, provide consolidated views from science, identify pelieyant
knowledge needs and prities to inform EU and Member States' research strategies and
communicate to inform public debate on complex issuel. might be time for Europe to

build on the success of the IPCC model and establish a similar multidisciplinary body,
dedicated to Europ, encompassing all SDGs, whose independence would be guaranteed by
adequate statutes and resources, and whose report would be formally adopted by the
European Council to ensure ressary political buyn.

Close the gaplt is high time to find new solutits to the implementation gap of existing
European policies in the environmental field and the related accountability gap arising from
failures in delivery. The better regulation agenda has not necesdedil{o more effective
environmental policy, in terms of increasing the likelihood of reaching impacts aligned with
what science requires. Given the scale and complexity of the challenge, the engagement of
local authorities, including municipalities, regions andhcroregions needs to deepen
alongside the established relationship between the EU institutions aniémaber States

Greater engagementBusinesses need to be incentivized to go beyond compliance, by for
instance reforming EMAS to become an independeetformancebased verification
YSOKFYAaY FT2NJ odzaAySaasSaQ SygANRBYYSyGlrft F2;
sustainability finance action plan. Exploring how best to ensuring improved access to
environmental justice is also essentidlo this effecta Europe wide review of compliance

with the relevant EU lajvAarhus Conventidhaccess to justice provisions, and the pertinent
European Court of Justice case lawnequired.

' Directives 2003/4 and 2003/35 contain provisions on access to justice in environmental matters
"UNECE Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in D@saiorg and Access to Justice on
Environmental Maters.

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/pp/documents/cep43e.pdf
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Reinventing the policy tool box given the scale and the interconnectednest the
challenges, a new tool box and new decisinaking process might be requirédxamples
include a much more proactive use of economic instruments, such as taxation, as well as new
approaches to governance which effectively break siloes, building upon the experience of
those member states which have set up effectivechanisms fomolicy coherence for
sustainable developmerftAligning the better regulation agenda to SDGs would contribute

to improved regulatory efficiency butlsoO2 Y U NR 6 dzi S G2 3INBFGSNI O2¢

agendaIn light of new developments of the CAP, it is esiséto ensure that the new focus
on subsidiarity and performandeased approaches actually leads to the impact we need, at
the scale and the speed required.

Act 2020:In light of the scale of the change needed and the time it takes for policy decisions
to be fully implemented, most papers call for a renewed sense of urgency, not only on climate
change, but also on a number of other issues, such as biodiversity, food or soils.

Recommendations for governance 2030

Achieving the transition will require majoO K I y 3Sa (2 9dz2NRLISQa :QdzNNBy

1 Include all levels of governmerih the design, implementation and monitoring phases of
9dzNR LISQa yS¢g adzadlAyloAftAade F3ISyYyREX |FyR
progress are encouraged to do so.

1 Establish a European Panel for Sustainability (EBS)an independent, higtevel
scientific multidisciplinary body, based on the IPCC model, reporting to the Eurppean
Council, to provide guidance and monitor progress.

1 Tackle gaps in the implementation t#gislation and in accountabilitthrough more
effective use ofMember State and European enforcement mechanisiasd a more
systematically facilitated publEccesgo environmental justice.

1 Incentivize businesses to go beyond the essentials of compliattt®ugh a new
sustainability certification scheme for European companiedigned with SDGs,
independently verified and based on best available environmental footprint
methodologies.

¢ '"GAfA&S 9 dzNP LIS MdincraaSeYh®meantSriJcohdXaRod Sndl ransparency
in the transitionintegrating welbeing metrics into the process.
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In light of planetary boundarié$the ways that we consume todayat a high

rate and along a lgely linear trajectory (takenakedispose)¢ are not

sustainablei! In the simplest terms we would need almost three earths to support the global
economy if European consumption patterns were replicated throughout the plenet.

In fact each European wiilave to reduce by 80% the amount of natural resoutcteey
currently use for nutrition, housing, mobility and leisure (see figure below) by 2050. This
means a reduction of material footprint per capita by 1 nerannually during the next 32
years.

This @n be achieved through a combination of efficiency and sufficiency. Greater efficiency
is required to reduce the material footprint of every day consumption, while sufficiency (i.e.
reducing overall consumption) will be also needed for those items whaspriat cannot be
brought to an acceptable level by efficiency only.

According tahe OEC32 governments play an essential role in encouraging people to factor

the environment into their everyday lives and purcha¥€8o reach the change at the scale

and speed tht is required means going wdleyond labelling to includselectived OK 2 A O S
SRAGAYTE APSd SyadaNAYy3I GKFG LINRPRdzOG& Lidzi 2y
with planetary boundaries. A receexample ofaction to trigger change in consumptias

the decision by the European Parliament to ban certain single use plastics such as plastic
cotton buds, straws, plates and cutlery.

Increasing the sustainability obnsumption should not come at thexgense of other societal
objectives such as social justice, health and quality ofSibmetimes there will be a wawin:

a greener approach to travébr work might for instance improve work life balance and
reduce exposure to air pollution. Reducing meansumption is likely to improve the health
status of those individuals whose consumption goes beyond what is recommended as part of
a healthy diet.

Sometimes, there might bigade-offs, which needs to be addressed throucgrefully crafted
policies: br instance, taking into account challenges linked with the availability, suitability and
affordability of more sustainable products will be essential.

' The planetary boundaries framework defines a safe operating space for humanity based on the intrinsic
biophysical processes that regulate the stability of the Earth system sugtnadespheric ozone depletion; Loss

of biosphere integrity (biodiversity loss and extinctions); Chemical pollution and the release of novel entities;
Climate Change; Ocean acidification; Freshwater consumption and the global hydrological cycle; Land system
change; Nitrogen and phosphorus flows to the biosphere and oceans; Atmospheric aerosol loading.

V' The unit used is the aterial footprint per capitatakingthe current footprint of Europeans of 40 tonnes per
capita per year as the baseline (upper boundsevel, based on literature from Groezinger 2009; SPREAD
consortium 2012) and the objective of 8 tonnes per capita by 2050 (based on literature from Lettenmeier et al,
2012; Bringezu, 2009; Kotakorpi et al, 2008).
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Policies must also anticipatifferential impacts on households, livelihoods and lifestyles and
putin place supporting policies to ensure a just transitiondll (see details in sectior).5

The infographidbelow (figure 2)illustrates thechallenges ahead and proposes concrete
solutions for reaching sustainable consumption.

* ok

THINK 32 tons/capita to be reduced in 32 years,
2030 which means 1 ton per year.

Science-policy
solutions for a more
sustainable Europe

- Reducing food waste
- Halving the consumption of meat

+ Reducing plastic packaging of
food and drinks

- Affordable and accessible public
transport

- Clean cars, planes and trains;
car sharing

- Remote working and
videoconferencing

- Electricity production from
renewables

- Better insulation of buildings
+ More compact housing and cities

-

- Reparable, recyclable products
with lifelong warranty

+ Reducing overconsumption of
non-essentials (textiles, electronic
goods)

- Lower footprint leisure activities
(jogging)

Based on current technology, one ton of material footprint represents one of the following:
2500 km of air travel (a return trip from Brussels to Madrid);
495 km by car (a return trip from Budapest to Vienna); or 33 kg of meat (around half
of the current per capita average consumption of meat in Europe).

Own calculations based on Groezinger (2009); SPREAD Consortium (2012); Schmidt-Bleek (1993), Bringezu (2009),
Kotakorpi et al (2008) and Lettenmeier et al (2012); Schmidt-Bleek (1993). Full explanation of the methodology
on www.think2030.eu
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Through the Single market, the EU has a {stagnding competence over consumption issues
andhas a goodnenu of policy tool¢o build from including the Ecodesign Directive and the
Ecolabel and EMAS regulations. The EU Action Plan for the Circular E@mbithg 2008
Sustainable Consumption and Sustainable Industrial Policy Action Plan look ahead at the
choices andsome of the measures required. Howevengtbulk of concrete interventions

have focused osupply side measuresddressing the negative impacof the current linear
economy, including improving the resource and energy efficiency of production anrdfend

life management of productslThere has been much less focus on the demand Sdee
progress has been made, for example in the uptake of fegydHowever, productivity gains

and cost savings in one area often lead to increased consumption and resource use in another
cthea2z OFff SR aNBo2dzyR SFFSOléd ¢KAA OFy aAiAaya
GINBSYyEd OK2A0Sa

So far, generatonsumption patterns have remained unchanged and environmental impacts
related to consumption remain unsustainably high desfiitesedemandside measurethat
havefocused on raising consumer awareness and encouraging more reliable and comparable
product information. On their own, these efforts do not seem to result in the required
behavioural change®

Action is required at different levels of governance, with EU strategic framing and support for
interventions that will be developed patrticularly withmember statesand in the private
sector. Both household consumption, accounting for about 60% of GDP within the EU, and
public sector consumption, another 14%, need to be includé&Eemographidrends, such as

the increased level adingle households ofteassociated with more wasteful consumption
practices alsoneed to be taken into account.

A combination of different policy instruments needs to be deployed. Many can build on
existing approaches, such as consumer engagement and information and standards for public
procurement. Others will involve extending the field of intervention more widslych as
introducingenvironmentaltax reform, designed to shift the burden of taxation from labour

to one based on the use of natural resources and en&tyyell-designed taxes, fees and
other charges or subsidies can successfully promote business numagtgouting to closing

the loop on materials and resource use. Examples might include differential VAT rates, which
could explicitly favour repair and renovation servicemd more support for leasing and
sharing of products with a sizeable footprint.

Initiatives aimed at encouraging behavioural changen take advantage of technological
innovation, such as aspects of digitalisatippotentially empowering better informed and
more motivated consumers. Measures can apply insights from consumer behatiolies

to ensure that interventions, whilst ethical, are wdksigned and targeted. Importantly,
behavioural insights might help address the prevailing gap between consumer knowledge and
action when it comes to sustainable consumption. The OECD hassseddhat promising
policy domains for the application of behavioural insights include resource efficiency and
waste management, transport, water and environmental compliatice.
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These demandgide measures require the field of choice to include a betterge of more
sustainable options. Reinforced incentives to design and build products with lower impact
and longer functional lives will be essential, utilising more ambitious labelling schemes and
product standards where the EU has a key part to play ¢iipba well as internally.

Recommendatiorfor consumption 2030

1 A comprehensive European policy for sustainable consumptiaoyering nutrition,
mobility, housing and lifestylesas a complement to the current circular economy
package, an@iming at an 80%eduction in per capita material footprint by 2050.

V Literature from Groezinger (2009) an@®READ Consortium (2012) indicate an average per capita material
footprint of Europeans between 27 and 40 tonnes per year. A reduction of 80% in per capita material footprint
is estimated from the upper bound level (40 tonnes) to reach the sustainablede8¢bnnes per capita in 2050.

This level of material footprint of household consumption is based on existing literature from Sdbliedt
(1993), Bringezu (2009), Kotakorpi et al (2008) and Lattenmeier et al (2012
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DEGENTWORK AND
EGONOMIC GROWTH
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hard look at the nature of growtland at the changesthat would be required to achieve
sustainability in line with SDGs.

A return to economic growth in Europe has been a major focus of the Junker Commission.
This strategy, alongside that of member states, has achieved some resultpeGEdpita in
Europe recovered its prnancial crisis level in 2014. The employment rate has increased by
1.1% annually since 2012 and the 2020 employment target of 75% will be achieved if the
current growth rate of employment is maintainé.

However,9 dzZNP LJISQa Y2RSad 3aINRgGK R2Sa y2aG | LILISF NJ
economically, socially or environmentally:

In spite of a moderate upward swing since 2013, the investment of share of GDP in Europe
has been on a downward trend over the pastyEars. 2.3% of GDP was spent on R&D in the
EU in 2016, which is so far falling short of the 2020 target of 3% of'GDP.

Not everyone has benefited from European growth in the same way. While economic
disparity between European countries has decreasetthénpast 5 years, albeit at a slower

pace than during prerisis levels, the income share of the bottom 40% of the population has
decreased from 21.5% in 2005 to 20.9% in 2&Ikhe poor have become poorer over time,

as illustrated by the growing distanbetween the median income level of people living below

the poverty line and the poverty line itself. Beyond legitimate concerns over social justice, a
O2y AydzZ GA2y 2F (KS&aS (GNBYyR&a& (G2 wnpn Aa tA]1S

Looking towards 20500ECD countries are likely to see declines in the rate of ecenom

growth as a result of agif§.The EtHy Q& LJ2 LJdzf  GA2y Aa LINRP2SOGSR
pHYy ®c YAftA2Y I NRdzyR Hnpn® LYy GKS2YOIMEYI RS
WD Sy S NIwillAs@efl the sumber of elderly peopfé. A key additional factor is an

increasing burden of care. The inactive population due to caring responsibilities is already

increasing in Europe, with women taking a disproportionate sloftais burden.

While growth has been accompanied by a decrease in domestic material consumption,
NEBEFftSOGAY3T | aKATFO 27F 9 dzNP LdS bdoluts Geeoyitingdf G 2 4 | |
growth when one takes into account the net material use embedaettade. In spite of a

decade of debates on green growth, Europe is still relyingxmhoitation of finite resources
to fuel its economic prosperity

Finally, a variety o$hocksalong the way are likely to continue to occur (natural disasters,
debt ciisis, interest rate volatility, stock markets, trade tensions). Macroeconomic policies
should also factor in the impact on growth of large scale environmentalffed shocks:
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While all the above clearly posa formidable challenge to a busineasusual growth model,
moving to greater sustainability can also be seen as ana@uic opportunity, which Europe
must seize The global market for low carbon goods and services, already worth $5.5tn in
2011-12%%is rapidly growing! In this burgeoning global marketplace, ambitious policy in the
EU can create a first mover advantagejlding on existing European strengths to drive
domestic development in the low carbon and circular technologies, expertise and services
that other countries will rely omo deliver their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCSs)
under the Paris Agreemeaind SDG¥

Many of the jobs being created within the low carbon economy are in regions and sectors
that have seen decades of underinvestmer@rowing the low carbon and resilient economy
has the potential to deliver higher quality of life to citizensoss Europe not only through
jobs growth, but also improved air quality, resilience to natural disasters, and greater physical
and mental wellbeing associated with quality, green spaces.

Capitalising on these global growth opportunities will require ogsnng a common
perception amongst policymakers that environmental regulation is a burden for business and
a barrier to economic growth. A recent report published by engineering consultancy
BuroHappolé® found that contrary to common belief,well-designed, ambitious
environmental regulations can deliver economic as well as environmental bengfits

As the Commission noted in iBistainable Finance Action Plathe 2030 Climate & Energy
tO1F3S FFLOSa Iy |yydzZ f Ay dSaasindgdithedvedall 2 F | f
investment gap in transport, energy and resource management infrastructure at an annual

€ H T /f%Ty @nsure enough private finance is dedicated to sustainabéifyires seeing

through the implementation of the current Sustainablendice action plan and going

beyond as the plan is solely focused on climate change, will be critical. Much work needs to

be done to understand the role that private finance could play in other sectors and on other
issues, such as biodiversity or the foggtem.

VI'The analysis carried out by BuroHajgb concludes that to be economically and environmentally effective,
environmental regulations need to be pitched at the right geographic scale, be consistent with other existing
policies, set a clear sense of direction and be implemented in a way tlest lgissinesses enough time to adjust

to them. To maximise economic benefits and avoid unintended consequences, environmental regulations also
need to be complemented by other policies, such as on skills (to maximise opportunities in terms of supply chain
growth and job creation) or targeted financial support (to help industries at risk in the early stages of the
transition to a resource efficient, low carbon economy).
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Moreover, raising funds on such scale has implicationsrfacroeconomic and monetary
policies Research conducted during the last economic crisis by Ernst and Young established
a clear link between austerity and widening climate public fundiags in several OECD
countries3! Mechanisms to ring fence transition funding should therefore be explored to
protect the transition from the effects of another financial crisis, which is probably a given
over the next time period. Guarding against too abrupt a rise in interest rates vibeudso

key.

Financing the transition also hasajor budgetary and fiscal implication®\ clear link to the

EU Long Term Climate Change Strategy, based on a-etmb®my vision of net zero
emissions by 2050, would help to identify the sectors, and tetdgies, where progress is
currently too slow, and where early deployment of new technologies and new ideas is needed
in order to accelerate learning effects, and bring down the cost of the transition from fossil
fuels to lowcarbon economy.

A2WST2NXYABDIRNG t L2t AOASaA

In addition to creating the right enabling macroeconomic and financial framework at EU level
to reach 2030 and beyond, key thematic and sectoral policies need a major rethink as they
are not delivering change on the scale and at the sipesguired to build prosperous and
sustainable industries and services in Europe. This requires integrating other dimensions than
climate change and energy, as the changes required need to address multiple challenges and
affect all sectors of the economy.

4.2.1 Climate change policies

¢CKS 9! Qa3 OdaNNByld OfAYFGS FYOoOAUAR2Y G2 Hnpn A&
to the Paris AgreementThe Paris Agreement establishes the additional goal of net zero

global emissions by the second half of the centuvijch the EU should reach sooner to

provide a fair contribution, in line with its own responsibility and capacity. The existing 2050
roadmap, drafted by the European Commission in 2011 used a pathway in which the EU
reducssits GHG emissions by 80% to 20%0is target is now out of date. The distinction is

key: the technological and societal choices implied by aiminegfi¥ or-95% and net zero

as endpoints can be very differemtand so is the actual accumulated carbon balance emitted

over time.

Moreower, the EU is not on track to meet its existing 2030 targets and even further from its
2050 ambition. According to the EEA, Member States project the pace of current GHG
reductions toslow dowrbeyond 2020, meaning reductions that would occur based oreatir
policies would fail to meet the 40% reduction target by 2030. Meeting the existing 2030 target
would require increasing the pace of GHG reductions to 2030, and increasing fueem

to enable the EU to reach GHG neutrality by 2950.

VIITaking into account the recently adopted increases of the energy efficiency and reneanatg targets to
2030, which mechanically translates into a higher GHG reduction target (slightly over 45%) according to the
Commission (Cafiete, 2018), the existing gap between the existing commitments and implementation is even
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The EU thus needs to double down on both the 2030 emission milestone towards 2050 and
the policies required to get there. Incremental charnvgé not be sufficient.

The impact of climate change is felt already and will increase over time, so more systemati
investment in adaptation should not be delayed. Up to now the position adopted within the
EU has been largegxpecting private actors to move in their own interest. Less weight has
been given to the need to link preparedness more closely to wider saroiaénvironmental
priorities, such as water conservation. After a hot summer and costly compensation payments
to farmers in some countries following reduced yields, the benefits of more proactive
adaptation may be clearer. There could be aocdinated efort to model climate impacts at
regional, national and occasionally local levels and draw up plans for potentially extreme
weather events and climate conditions.

4.2.2 Circular economy

TheCircular Economy Action PI{&€EAPY adopted by the Commission on 2 eaber 2015,
provides a good basis, from which to build &o far, he EU policies on the circular economy
have a strong focus on increasing recycling rates, reducing landfill and creating secondary
markets for materials. This is echoed in existing Mem8tate policies. On their own,
however, these measures are insufficient to result in a paradigm shift in resource arse
indeed prevent a rebound effect where net productivity gains are lost in growing
consumption overall. The goal of the circular ecog@hould be taeduce the consumption

of resources and the production of waste in absolute terms

1 Develop clear targets and timelines to reduce the material consumption in the
European economy.

1 Strengthen national statistical capacity oraterial flow accountingto support the
monitoring of progress

f 9dzNRP LISQa OANDdzt | NI S Oagcia agenddIntggiaking A 2y & f
ambitions for green jobs, carbon and material equality, as well as the objectives of
the European Pillar of Social Rights.

1 Environmental fiscal reform should be used as a key instrument in circular
economy transitiong the tax burden should be shifted away from labour and onto
material consumption, i.e. the double dividend. Progressive reforms should also
cover the removal oénvironmentally harmful subsidiessuch as those on fossil
fuels, which are inherently linear

f 9dzNRLISQ& AYRdAzZA ONAI f X R hdulligtte EW Iyidstridly y 2 @ |
Policy Strategy, the Digital Single Market and Horizon Eurgbeuld reflet the
overall ambition for the EU to reduce material consumption and waste production.

higher (Fig. 1). Targetsvised in June 2018 from at least 27% to at least 32% for renewables, and from 27% to
at least 32.5% for energy efficiency. The renewable energy target is binding at EU level (but not broken down to
binding national targets as that for greenhouse gastb®) energy efficiency target is indicative and Aainding

at EU level.
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4.2.3 Plastics

8,300 million metric tonnes (Mt) of virgin plastics have been produced globally to3tlate
Annual global production of plastics has increased twentyfold sineel®60s, reached 322
million tonnes in 2015, and is predicted to double again over the next 20.yekr&urope,

the largest use of plastics is for packaging, which accounted for almost 40% of the 49 Mt of
plastics demand in 2015 (around 42% globB &R his is followed by building and construction
related applications (almost 20%), automotive applications (around 9%) and electronics
(almost 6%:2¢ According to estimates, the scale of plastic waste which enteredytbieal
marine environment ranged betweehand 12 million Mt in 201¥#.

Some aspects of EU plastics related policy can be considered as having a reasonable or even
high degree of ambition towards achieving more sustainable plastic use. However, in other
areas higher levels of ambition can be sed the global, Member State or industry level. For

this reasonit is crucial to ensure that the existing levels of ambition are not diluted, but
strengthened, especially since the EU wants to take a leading global role on the issue.

4.2.4 The agrifood system

The agrfood system needs to play a central role in the transition to sustainability,
O2YyUNROGdzIAY A G2 LINRPGSOG 9dzNRPLISQA yIF Gdz2NI £ Ol
European population alongside providing an affordable food supptys is a field where EU
policy has considerable reach and influence not only through timer@onAgriculturalPolicy;,
but also via the development of the circular and “eiconomies, food labelling, trade
relations, research funding and other interventionBlow that the proposals for the next
MultiannualHnancialFrameworkare on the table it is important to give the food system in
its broadest sense due prominence in the preparations for 2030satithg a pathway for
2050.

Many experts are therefore exessing the need for a transition, taking the whole food system
on a journey over decades to a position where it is compatible with global limits, improved
public health, economically and socially viable farming systems, acceptable technological
choices andair trading arrangements. Progressive food companies, such as Unilever, talk the
same language.

Achieving global and EU mitigation targets by 208l require large scale carbon
sequestration on land occupied primarily by agriculture and forestrywelsas a significant
reduction in emissions from the agriculture sector. Reaching other environmental targets will
also require significant changes, including:

1 Changes in management on the groumdfecting agriculture, forestry, utilisation of
wastes andby-products. Both high tech solutions, such as data driven precision
farming and more traditional methods, such as organic farming have a role. Improved
resource efficiency and resilience will be key strands.

1 Enabling conditions including market adjustents, fair prices for sustainable

products and for farmers within the food chain, targeted investment by the private
sector and by beneficiaries (such as water suppliers) in better forms of land

30 x 30 Actions for a Sustainable Europe #Think2030 Action Plan, 22 November 2022



management. In essence this should lead to-hakancing ofhe food and agricultura

commodity supply chains so that sustainable products become more affordable to

consumers and more convenient wherever possible.

focussed effectivelpn public good provision and measurable outcomes.

The EU needs to adopt a transition framework for the coming decades, reaching deep
economic goals and production systems. High level measures should include:

1 A clean macreeconomic, monetary and growth frameworgupporting decarbonisation

Recanmendations for prosperity 2030

greater resilience to shocks and mobilizing public and private investments necess
the ecological transition.

A coherent midcentury decarbonisation strategyaimed atachieving net zero emissior
before 2050, taking the urgent early steps needed to put us on track for that obje
and supported byectoral industrial strategiesind acarbon floor price.

Greater use of targeted economic instruments such as greation and public
procurement policiesat all levels of governance to shift individual and collec
behaviours.

An accelerated implementation of theustainable finance action planin order to
reorient capital flows towards a more sustainable economy.

Increased support for ecennovation, starting with a more ambitiouseco-design
directive and supported by missieariented goals and adequate instruments with
Horizon Europe.
A new generation of concrete waste prevention targets within tueular economy
package and the plastic stratedyased on an absolute reduction in annual waste.
I yS¢ | LIINRFOK (G2 9dzNRPLISQa F22R aasuing
coherence with relevant EU strategies (such as those on decarbonisation) and sup
farmers through resultdased payments combined with support for knowledge trans
and innovation.

lfA3dy GKS 9! Qa
conditionalities on the use of European funds, greater alignment of the MRational

Energy and Climate Plans, and measurable targets for the environmental outcon

each programme.
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Policy support including information, advice, R&D, regulation and CAP measures
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POVERTY HUNGER AND WELL-BEING

Europe benefits from very high levels of M’h’ﬂ' “‘ _44/
Development and its citizens have amongst the long

life expectancies in the world. However, Europe has still a way to go in achieving the social
dimension of the Sustainable Development Goals and it need®tso while reducing its
material footprint per capita.As figure3 showsbelow, all European countries are currently
living well beyond the means of the planet while still failing to achieve some of social
objectives included in the SDGs.
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Living beyond the means of the planet
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Althoughaccess to a healthy environment is now considered by Eurostat as a component of
well-being3there is insufficient understanding of the interactions between voeling, social
outcomes, and the state of the environment: this is mirrored in the narrow facgsmissed
opportunities interms of policy design. The European Pillar of Social RiYhite priorities

of which includeequal opportunities and access to the labour market, fair working conditions,
social protection and inclusigns conceived as comgiely separate from environmental
policies.The EU social funds do not have an impressive record of addressing climate change,
with only an estimated 7% allocatedwards a lowcarbon and climat&esilient economy
through reform of education and trainingstems, adaptation of skills and qualifications; up
skilling of the labour force, and the creation of new jgbs

Likewise, environmental policy generally lacks credible tools and instruments to ensure its
compatibility with social policies. While tlogrcular economy is presented as inclusive, there
remains scope for more concrete measures, beyond initiatives on food waste, which would
foster inclusivity. Moreover, the Social Rights Pillar is still incipient and a contested area of
competence with Memébr States, weakening the incentive to embody it more strongly in the
much more established environmental acquis.

51t dzof AO KSI f (K

The changing nature of global burden of diseases suggests the need for much greater focus
on the linkages between health and emonment. Tackling growing worldwide air pollution

as well as other forms of pollution including noise, soil, water and food should become a
priority for European health policies in Euroggrban air pollutionis expected to be the main
environmental caus of premature mortality worldwide in 2050. The EEA estimated that in
2014 399,000 premature deaths in Europe were attributable to exposure to fine particulate
matter (PM 2.5), 75,000 to exposure to nitrogen dioxide and 13,600 to exposure to ground
level @one. Even allowing for some overlap, there are about 400,000 such premature deaths

in the EU, constituting the biggest single environmental health risk. There are major variations
within Europe with the highest rates of premature mortality in Eastern &adthern parts of

GKS 9!'3> (KS f2¢6SadGd Ay {8SRSyd ¢KS 9! [/ 2dzNI
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consumption habits are becoming a health emergency. The issue of pesticides and endocrinal
disruptorsisnow high on the agenda, with increasing evidence of the health impacts of these
substances. Endocrine disrupting chemicals (EBfespffecting the environment and are

related to diverse health issues and diseases such as obesity, diabetes, cancers, and effects

on puberty and the hormonal system in genetal

VIl https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/deepeand-fairer-economicand-monetary-union/european
pillar-sociatrights_en
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New public health challenges also include the prevention of new epideoni@tibiotic
resistant infectious diseases linked with practices of the livestock industry. By 2050, drug
resistant infections could cause global economic damage on a par with the 2008 financial
crisis#?

There is increasing recognition of the interestpeessed by the public in supporting a
transition towards a healthier diet, and the concept of the sustainable diet has gained ground
rapidly amongst nutritionists. Under nearly all definitions it includes a decline in the
consumption of sugar, livestockquucts and alcohol and an increase in fruit and vegetables.
Several Member States, such as Denmark, are already experimenting with more assertive
advice and labelling policies, and experimenting with taxes on less healthy foods such as
sugary drinks.

Several emerging trends point to potentially changing preferences, at least amongst some
social groups (including some of the most educated groups and millennials). For example,
markets for organic and environmentally friendly food are expanding in mamygkde States.

Meat consumption is projected to fall in several larger Member States over the coming
decadeXThere is also increasing momentum around the issue of food waste, with a number
of public and private initiatives explored at different levels ofgmance.
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In 2015, 119 million peopl@r 23.8% of the EU population, were at risk of poverty or social
exclusion. Risk factors include being a woman; being young; living in a-rsiagled
household with dependents; living in rurakas; having a low educational attainment; having
been born in a notEU country. Severe material deprivation, an absolute poverty measure,
affected 37.5 million people or 7% of the EU population in 20#8This was not evenly
distributed within Europe, W over a quarter of the Romanian population for example living
on less than $5.50 a day, the highest poverty rate in thé*EU

According to the (partial) evidence available, {meome households tend to live in a less
healthy environment than higher incanones and suffer from multiple sources of
vulnerability. They suffer from poorly insulated housing, more affected by dampness, noise
and air pollution, lack of access to green recreational facilities and to fresh and nutritional
foods. They also have gtea challenges in terms of affording energy and mobility. All these
factors have a proven negative impact on their health and life expectancy. The case of air
pollution is well documented but it is likely to be a more widespread issue. For example, there
is growing evidence that the lack of access to nature is a contributing factor in poor mental
health and obesity among leimcome groups?

Their capacity to cope with shocks, such as natural disasterghidatening diseases, or
sudden increases in pes of essential goods are also more limited.

X After increasing by eight years since 1960, life expegtadirth could continue to rise by at least a further
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inequality and widespread youth unemployment, while at the same time spending too muith wétural

capital.
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The impact of the sustainability transition employmentis a critical issue. Some predict that
global unemployment could rise to 25% by 2@#8®ecause of technological change rather
than environmental constraintsimpacts of the twin technological and sustainability
transition on production systems will not be fairly distributed across gender, geographical
location and age and might exacerbateealdy existing inequalities in Europe.

There is a growing awareness about the need for a just transition in the energy sector. In the
EU, the coal sector provides jobs to about 240,000 people, with 180,000 employed in the
mining of coal and lignite and 60,000 working in e@aid lignitefired power plants. The
Europeancountry that records the highest number of coal mining jobs is Poland with about
115,500 people employed in coal mines and related businesses. In all other countries, less
than 30,000 people are employed in the coal inmysrepresenting less than 0% of total
national employment. Compared to other sectors, the scale of the challenge is, thus, relatively
small and impacts will be regionally concentrated.

Compared to the coal industry, the scale of the transition required fde@arbonisatiorof

the transport sector and its impacts on the automobile industry are very different as a much
higher number of jobs are involved. 13 million Europeans work in the automobile sector in
manufacturing, services arabnstruction, representing.1% of total EU employment.

Agriculture is another sector that will undergo massive transformation. Some subsectors
might be hit particularly hard. Various studies that have looked into the climate impact of
farming and liestock have concluded that 30% reduction in livestock capacities will be
necessary for farming to help achieve existing climate goals for 2030 and 2050. bhdact,
RISEoundationidentified a safe operating space for livestock and found that in order to reach
EU climate targetdivestock in he EU needs to be reduced by¥4n 2050

Growing income inequalityin Europe also needs to be factored in. There ®mielation
between income levels and carbon footprihtEnvironmental taxes have to be designed to
ensure behavioural change amongst the top income group as well as to minimise impacts on
income and asset inequality. Conversely, tax reform as a key policy instrument for redressing
social inequalitie®¥ needs b factor in the environmental considerations, not least because of
the links between the exploitation of natural resources and fiscal evasion, money laundering
and corruption.Social transfers also need to be taken into accolihie changing nature of
work due to technological change as well as ageing and the crisis of classic retirement models
will make the issue of theew entitlements, such as the universal basic income, a key debate
for the next period. Ensuring their design contributes, rather thaméis, sustainability will

be important.

X1n Europe, the share of the top income group in income (45%) broadly correlates with its share in the carbon
footprint (37%). This is also true for the bottom income group (6% in income and 8% in footprint).
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years of age are most at risk of severe material deprivation. Due to youth unemployment and
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pre-crisis levels while people aged 65+ register@d10% increase in their income.
Correspondingly, there seems to be a correlation between age and carbon footprint, got onl
because many older people simply have more money to spend, but also tend to use less
energy efficient product8? Moreover, environmental degradation, depletion of resources

and climate change will also have disproportionate impacts on those who wilhtiwegh to

2100.

The consequences of an ageing population also need to be better understood. With the
percentage of the population over 65 reaching close to 3bétere will be implications not

only for resource allocation, employment and environmefdaktprint, for example in health

care, but also for gender equality due to the unequal burden of care. Scenarios which foresee
the use of robots and machines to take care of the elderly or children could be hard to square
with the need for less consumpin of energy and materials overalo greening of the care
economy might become a greater priority.

Not all citizens place theame burden on the environmeiind policy development needs to
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at the household level for example? A report by théernational Institute for Environment

and Development (IIEDyund per capita greenhouse gas emissions for a Londoner in 2004

were the equivalent of 6.2 tonnes of CO2, compared with 11.19 for the UK av&rape.

rural northeast of England, Yorkshire and the Humber, were singled out for having the highest
footprints per capita in the UK. However, at the same time rural populations gitay an

important role in providing ecosystem services.

Globally, 6% of people will be living in cities by 2050. In Europe the rate of urbanisation is
expected to reach 80%. The geographical distribution of population has an impact on
transport, the supply of services and the environment more generally. Average demographic
density in Europe reached 120 inhabitants per square meter, ranging from 3 people per
square meter in keland and over 16,000 in Mona&bWhile internal migration within Europe

is low, there are still rapidly growing regions and shrinking ones. Such changes need to be
factored intosustainable urban planning, as lowarbon infrastructure and adaptation

A large proportion of the action requirei bring about the transition will need to be initiated

and managed within communities, whether they are large urban conglomerations or remote
villages. Local ownership and engagement are key. EU frameworks, fuRdibg,sectoral
targets and other mechanisms can support a web of localised actions. Much of the focus will
be on urban areas, including major cities, where a growing share of the population live. But it
is important that the specific needs of rural areas aot overlooked in the process.

Little is known about potential interactions between the sustainability transition and other

forms of inequality such as gender or minorities. Such considerations need to be integrated
to ensure cebenefits of thesustainability transition on other social justice issues.
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Recommendations for welbeing 2030
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delivering a legitimate sustainability transition. Critical measurethatEU level should
include:

1 Design a comprehensive environmental health strategyoviding a coherent framework
for addressing public health threats linked most urgently with air pollution, which
disproportionately harms the life chances of poorer couomiies, andsupported bynew
regulations for chemicals and medicines.

1 Strengthen theEuropean Social Pillar of Rights to support a Just Transitibrgugh a
range of social interventions needed to secure jobs and livelihoodesring all potentially
affected sectors, communities and regions.

1 Integrate sustainability considerations in the reformsrafomeand wealthtaxation and
social protectionsystems, which will be necessary to address rising inequalitieg and
demographic changes.

1 Build theresilience of cities, rural communities and the wider environntenbughmore
effective adaptation strategies and action plans to addreskmate change.

1 Ensure the adequate representation of the interests of both youth and future generations,
by establifingan EU Guardian for future generations.

1 Close the knowledge gapsregarding the interlinkages between poverty,
multidimensional inequality (generation, geography, gender, race, income) | and
sustainability in Europe through research and funding for sgaiahovative projects.

30 x 30 Actions for a Sustainable Europe #Think2030 Action Plan, 22 November 2028



6 bl 0dzZNE HnonY LINRPUOGSOUAYy3T ¢

One of the key challenges facing Europe to 2050 14 Eovwee )
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6.1. AZRAODSNEBEAGES

The continued largscale loss of biodiversity on a gldiscale is one of the most fundamental

and urgent challenges confronting societies, rich and poor. In Europe, the EU Sustainable
Development Strategy established the target to halt biodiversity loss by 2010, but the scale
and vigour of efforts to meet teiwere clearly insufficient and losses have continuedcent
assessments show that 23% of species are threatened with extinction, while 66% of species
and 77% of habitats continue to be in unfavourable conditfRrogress has continued to be

very slow and the target will not be met for a second time despite some clear demonstrations
of success in restoring ecosystems and reversing the decline of individual species where this
has received the priority and resourcesquired. The Iberian lynx, until recently the most
endangered cat in the world, is one example. Restoration is possible if the conditions are
right.

Ahead of the meeting of the ¥5Conference for the Parties to the Convention on Biodiversity
in 2020, there is a crucial opportunity for the EU teset ambitions. To be credible, the EU
and its Member Statewill need to commit to a more robust plan to achieve the goals already
set. A credible programme of action in the EU would complement protected area approaches,
which remain essential but tend to treat symptoms only, with more fundamental socio
economic changes, including the allocation of budgets, the design of sectoral patiditzsd

use planning and patterns of consumption.

One key dimension is to address the management of agricultural land in the EU. As underlined
by recent research in Germaf¥ymore than half the territory in many Member States has
ongoing declines in ks, butterflies and other animals. New questions also arise about to
why invertebrate numbers are falling so sharply. A route to healthier ecosystems and species
revival would include action to reduce the most severe pressures (from agrochemical use,
excesive nitrogen deposition from ammonia emissions, largely from farmed livestock and
soil erosion) primarily through regulations, taxes, changes in consumption and the promotion
of organic and low input systems.

In parallel, action is required in the marimmvironment, in forests and within the areas
devoted to infrastructure, for example greening urban spaces and using ecoshstssd
approaches to climate mitigation and adaptation, flood control and the stripping of wastes
from water bodies. It is becomgclear that the restoration of nature and time spent outdoors
has benefits for physical and mental health.
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