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From Copenhagen to Cancin and Beyond: To Kyoto or Not To
Kyoto? (Continued from page 1)

Assessing the value of biodiversity

he value of biodiversity has been
Tcentre stage throughout 2010,

the year of biodiversity, and
particularly since October when the
Conference of the Parties (COP 10) of
the Conventionon Biological Diversity
(CBD) convened in Nagoya, Japan, to
agree on a post-2010 biodiversity
vision and target. Advances were
made on several key areas, including
the adoption of a Protocol on Access
and Benefit Sharing (ABS) and a
multi-year Strategic Plan 2011 to
2020. Twenty headline targets were
agreed, including the conservation
of at least 17 per cent of terrestrial
areas and inland waters and 10 per
cent of coastal and marine areas, the
restoration of at least 15 per cent of
degraded ecosystems, and halving
the rate of loss of all habitats by 2020
(where feasible it should be brought
to zero).

During the Nagoya
discussions, substantial importance
was given to the Economics of
Ecosystem Biodiversity (TEEB). One
of its key publications — the ‘TEEB
for National and International Policy
Makers’ - was coordinated by IEEP,
and Patrick ten Brink presented its
key findings at the Conference. More
than half of the CBD Strategic Plan
targets related to issues covered
by recommendations in TEEB for

policy Makers. Furthermore, several
initiatives have been catalysed by
TEEB - from The World Bank's Global
Partnership to “Green” National
Accounts, to TEEB for Brazil and
India. IEEP expects to be involved in
several pieces of work related to its
follow up, such as the Nordic TEEB,
and is also finalising a book being
published by Earthscan (see ‘Books
and publications’).

IEEP  has also recently
concluded a wide range of other
studies to assess and communicate
the value of biodiversity and
ecosystem services.

The study Opportunity Costs
of biodiversity action undertook a
broad assessment of EU-wide costs
and opportunity costs of six areas
of biodiversity action (Natura 2000,
protected areas, species protection,
HNV farmland and forestry, marine
biodiversity and other wider
measures) — the study is currently
being finalised and will be available
on the IEEP website in early 2011.

IEEP was also involved in
the Social Dimension of Biodiversity
study, led by FEEM, which explored
the links between biodiversity
and employment, and the value
of biodiversity for vulnerable rural
people. It revealed that changes
in biodiversity will affect more

significantly employment in
developing economies, as they rely
more heavily on primary industries
(like agriculture and fishery) which
are most highly dependent on
ecosystem services.

Furthermore, IEEP’s
completed study on ‘The Economic
and Social Benefits associated with
the Natura 2000 Network’ provided
an overall estimate of the costs
associated with the Natura 2000
network and offered insights on
its socio-economic benefits (see
Newsletter Issue 20). A number of
follow-up projects have recently
been launched by DG Environment.
IEEP will be leading a study aimed
at Estimating the Overall Economic
Value of the Benefits provided by
the Natura 2000 Network. Results are
expected towards September 2011.

Other projects on the
valuation of biodiversity are also
starting in 2011, including a study
on green infrastructures (see the
related article in this issue) and one
on innovative financial instruments
to enhance private sector support for
biodiversity.

Contact: Samuela Bassi and Patrick
ten Brink
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Scoping Ecosystem Services in the Danube Basin

ecent initiatives such as the
Rstudy on The Economics of

Ecosystems and Biodiversity
(TEEB) have highlighted the
importance of better understanding
the economic value of ecosystem
services and developing instruments
to capture and reward these values,
thereby encouraging the wiser and
sustainable use of our ecosystems.
To support the ‘TEEB philosophy’
WWEF commissioned IEEP to carry
out a scoping assessment of how
to put the key recommendations
of the TEEB initiative into practice,
through a case study on ecosystem
services in the Danube River Basin,
which drains a quarter of Europe and
contains large areas of exceptional
biodiversity value, yet is also home
to some 83 million people.

The findings from the study
highlight the obvious, and
increasing, importance of a number
of key ecosystem services in the
Danube River Basin, such as carbon
storage, water resource provision and
cultural values that underpin tourism.
Although their monetary values
cannot be easily quantified it is clear
that a precautionary approach to the
conservation of ecosystem services
should be followed. But in practice,
ecosystem services are often weak
drivers in decision making because

their values are often unknown or
underestimated, and rarely fully
captured in economic markets.
Consequently, most of these services
are being degraded or are at risk,
largely as a result of unsustainable
practices.

The study therefore demonstrates
the urgent need to improve our
knowledge of the relationships
between ecosystem properties and
the value of ecosystem services - in
supporting welfare in the Danube
region, and to better inform the
decisions of policy makers, businesses

and consumers. Existing EU policy
instruments, such as the Habitats
and Water Framework Directives,
need to be more effectively, fully
and rapidly implemented. Further
measures also need to be developed
to support ecosystem services, such
as the creation of commercial
markets (eg for carbon), the use of
‘green taxes’ or the development
of sustainability criteria.

Finally, the study emphasises the
need for all policy instruments to
be better targeted and integrated
to encourage multi-functional
land use that supports a balanced
range of ecosystem services rather
than those driven by short-term
and narrow economic needs. This
will require a focus on governance
and institutions and increased
communication and integration
across different sectors.

The study report can be obtained

from the news section of the WWF
Danube-Carpathian Programme
website and the IEEP website.

Contact: Graham Tucker and
Marianne Kettunen

Climate proofing the EU budget
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Green Infrastructure’s Contribution to Halting

Biodiversity Loss

marked a
O 1 Ocrossroads for
biodiversity policy

in the EU. Having failed to meet its
target to halt biodiversity loss by 2010,
the European Commission is reviewing
its approach to nature conservation
with the aim of prompting renewed
action over the coming decade. In
March 2010, the European Council
accepted the ambitious target to ‘halt
biodiversity and ecosystem service
loss by 2020, to restore ecosystems
in so far as is feasible, and to step up
the EU contribution to averting global
biodiversity loss.” A new EU strategy/
action plan to achieve this target is
expected in 2011 and is anticipated to
include further measures to increase
the coherence of the Natura 2000
networkandto ensure the protection of
biodiversity in the wider countryside.

The development of a ‘green

infrastructure’ is  one  means
of combating habitat loss and
fragmentation, while at the same time
delivering vital ecosystem services to
society, and is expected to be one of the
cornerstones of the new biodiversity
strategy. The green infrastructure
concept has the potential to result in
broader policy support for measures
which deliver benefits to biodiversity,
and the Commission has initiated a
process which should result in the
adoption of a Green Infrastructure
Strategy in the years to come.

Throughout 2011, IEEP will lead a
project supporting the development
of this Strategy. The project aims in
particular to improve the knowledge
base on green infrastructure initiatives
carried out throughout Europe, more
specifically with regard to their costand
thebenefits they deliver for biodiversity
and society at large. The project will

propose appropriate indicators to
assess the implementation efficiency
of green infrastructure initiatives,
assess the costs of implementing
green infrastructure elements and
analyse the environmental, social and
economic impacts associated with
various policy options that could be
included in the future Strategy. This
work has important links with work
carried out on adaptation to climate
change and builds on our work on
The Economics of Ecosystems and
Biodiversity (TEEB) and the delivery of
ecosystem services in the EU (see also
the Danube Study article). The project
will run for 12 months and the final
results are expected to be available on
the IEEP website in early 2012.

Contact: A.J. McConville and Leonardo
Mazza

Developing an Agri-Environment Programme in Serbia
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Predicting agricultural land abandonment

ver recent decades
substantial areas of the
EU have been affected by

agricultural abandonment (the
complete withdrawal of agricultural
management to allow natural
succession processes to progress).
This is largely a result of declines in
the viability of extensive (low input)
and small-scale agriculture systems.
Such abandonment threatens a

range of semi-natural habitats and
associated species of High Nature
Value (HNV) farmland. But in some
locations abandonment could be
highly beneficial, particularly in highly
fragmented landscapes and where

it could provide the opportunity for
significant large-scale restoration of
non-agricultural habitats (eg re-
wilding).

With such mixed impacts, it would
be useful to know the likely scale and
location of abandonment, to enable
identification of and planning for
necessary conservation interventions

to reduce detrimental impacts and
maximise beneficial opportunities.
WWF Netherlands therefore recently
contracted IEEP to assess the
likelihood of large-scale agricultural
abandonment in the EU over the next
20-30 years, and its likely extent and
location.

The study reviewed evidence of
past land abandonment, identified
the drivers behind it and examined
projections of abandonment from
recent land use modelling studies.
Despite significant data limitations
the analysis confirmed that in recent
decadestherehasbeensignificantland
abandonmentin many parts of Europe,
primarily where agriculture is less
productive (remote and mountainous
regions and areas with poor soils
and harsh climates). Furthermore,
most key drivers of abandonment
are expected to remain, and some
are likely to intensify, in particular
as a result of increasing exposure
to global agricultural markets.

IEEP CONFERENCES AND EVENTS

In the coming months IEEP is organising and/or participating in a number of meetings

Therefore, although the likely future
extent of farmland abandonment is
highly uncertain, it is considered that
abandonment of 3-4 per cent of the
total EU land area by 2030 is plausible,
amounting to 126,000 - 168,000 km?2.
Such large-scale abandonment may
provide opportunities for beneficial
restoration of non-agricultural habitats
and re-wilding, but it is clear that
larger areas of semi-natural habitats of
high conservation concern are likely to
be at risk.

The findings from the study were
reported atthe launch of the Rewilding
Europeinitiative by WWF-Netherlands,
ARK Nature, Wild Wonders of Europe,
on 18 November in Brussels. Further
details of the initiative and the full
abandonment study is available from
http://rewildingeurope.com/ as well
as the IEEP website.

Contact: Graham Tucker and Clunie
Keenleyside



http://www.ieep.eu/aboutieep/staff.php?search=90&Submit=Submit
http://www.ieep.eu/aboutieep/staff.php?search=90&Submit=Submit
http://www.ecologic-events.eu/OpenEU_InStream/registration.htm
http://www.ieep.eu/aboutieep/staff.php?search=66&Submit=Submit
http://www.in-stream.eu/
http://www.ieep.eu/aboutieep/staff.php?search=66&Submit=Submit
http://rewildingeurope.com/
http://www.ieep.eu/publications/2011/01/farmland-abandonment-in-the-eu-an-assessment-of-trends-and-prospects
http://www.ieep.eu/about-us/our-people/london-office/graham-tucker-580
http://www.ieep.eu/about-us/our-people/clunie-keenleyside-559
http://www.ieep.eu/about-us/our-people/clunie-keenleyside-559

IEEP books and publications

With its publications, IEEP contributes to disseminating information and insights on
environmental policy and environment-related topics. The latest releases are:

Proceedings of the 2009 IEEP-EGMONT Conference: ‘The external
dimension of the EU Sustainable Development Strategy’

In January 2009 IEEP, with the Belgian Royal Institute for International Relations EGMONT,
organised a conference on ‘The external dimension of the EU Sustainable Development
Strategy’. This conference, supported by the Belgian Federal Departments of the Environment
and Sustainable Development, brought together experts, officials and stakeholders from EU
and non-EU countries to discuss a number of EU policies of significant importance to global
sustainable development, and the extent to which the Union is living up to the commitments
made in the EU Sustainable Development Strategy (SDS). The papers presented at the
conference have been published in a themed issue of Studia Diplomatica, the Brussels Journal
of International Relations, edited by IEEP Senior Fellow Marc Pallemaerts.

Marc Pallemaerts (ed.), The external dimension of the EU Sustainable Development Strategy,
Proceedings of the conference held in Brussels on 29 January 2009, Studia Diplomatica
2009/4.

For further details and ordering information, visit the IEEP website.

The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity in
National and International Policy Making
The Economi

In March 2007, at the G8+5 Environment ministers meeting, TEEB: Ecosystems and Bio
The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity project was set up to
provide a comprehensive global assessment of economic aspects
of biodiversity and its loss. This book, edited by IEEP Senior Fellow
Patrick ten Brink and written by a team of international experts,
shows how and why existing prices, markets and policies fail to
reflect the true value of ecosystem services and biodiversity and
the true cost of ongoing damage. It argues for urgent action and
demonstrates the huge range of opportunities already available to
respond to the value of nature. It provides authoritative knowledge,
rich case studies from across the world and guidance, as well as a
toolkit and a way forward to drive the biodiversity conservation
agenda for the next decade.

TEEB (2011), The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity in
National and International Policy Making. Edited by Patrick ten
Brink. Earthscan, London and Washington

The book, to be published in March 2011, can be pre-ordered
here.

NEW! IEEP’s brand new, revamped website is now live at www.ieep.eu
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