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May 2023 Newsletter

So close yet so far towards an EU Nature Restoration Law

The future of the proposed EU Nature Restoration Law is very much at stake. As the text was
making its way through the hurdles of the EU legislative process, last week saw both European
Parliament’s agriculture and fisheries committees issue their opinion votes whereby they
rejected the ambitious proposals put forward last year, which had been widely welcomed by the
scientific community. The environment committee, which is leading Parliament’s work on the
proposed legislation, will hold its crucial vote on 15 June.

Reluctance to the EU’s proposed targets has also reared its head from national level, with EU
leaders wary of the farming sector's reaction to this new legislation calling for a focus on tackling
the block’s greenhouse gas emissions instead. However, as it was stressed again by EEA's Hans
Bruyninckx on Friday, nature restoration and emission reductions are very much interlinked and
must be addressed if the EU is serious about its ambitions to achieve climate neutrality.
Additional information as to how the Nature Restoration Law would contribute towards
mitigating and adapting to climate change can be found in our policy brief.

With regards to food security concerns, at the root of the current pushbacks, evidence reviewed
by IEEP emphasises that the recovery of degraded agroecosystems can greatly contribute to
making farming systems more resilient and more productive in the long run.

For a summary of the benefits of nature restoration for climate and agriculture, check out
Monday’s Twitter thread for International Biodiversity Day.

On a brighter note: in March of this year Greece became the first Member State to adopt a
legally binding commitment to establish national monitoring to reverse the decline of
pollinators, in line with the targets presented in the European Commission’s text. This is a prime
example of national endorsement of the Nature Restoration Law proposal. All the details can be
found in our new blog. 

 

IEEP FTA briefing monitoring series updates

IEEP continues its work on a series of briefs on free trade
agreements (FTAs) between the EU and other countries that
are being currently negotiated or were already concluded. We
produce two types of briefs depending on the FTA’s status. 

Our Pre-FTA briefings focus on agreements still under negotiation and highlight potential
sustainability challenges along with proposing recommendations to bolster the sustainability
criteria of the FTAs. The analysis of the ongoing negotiations of the EU-Australia trade
agreement due to be finalised by the end of 2023 is the first to be published in the series.

The Post-FTA briefings target trade agreements which have been recently concluded but not
ratified at the time of publishing the briefing. These briefings assess the sustainability criteria of
the FTA text. So far, we’ve published our assessments of the EU’s new bilateral trade
agreements with Chile and New Zealand. 

Additional briefings are in the pipeline, including ones for EU-Mercosur, EU-Mexico and EU-
Indonesia FTAs.

Stay tuned!

 
 

 

Latest from IEEP

Reversing pollinator decline with
monitoring and binding targets

The Greek government has adopted a legally
binding commitment to establish national
monitoring to reverse the decline of
pollinators.  Read more

Who took the burden of the energy
crisis?

This report analyses the effect of energy
prices spike on European households’
welfare and provides a granular analysis of
their socioeconomic impact. Read more

Event | Nature Restoration Law

This closed-door event brings together
MEPs, scientific and policy experts and the
stakeholders who will be impacted by Nature
Restoration Law. Find out more

Navigating crisis through
sustainability: Think2030 Dialogue
Sweden

On 20 April IEEP and SEI  organised the first
Think2030 Dialogue in Stockholm,
converging policy makers, business leaders
and researchers from across Europe. Read
more

Browse our website

 

Have you read the latest GTN newsletter?

Every two months, GTN's newsletter offers a selection of the most
important news on the trade and environment nexus and
highlights past and future activities of the network's researchers.
Read more here. 

Sign up to receive the next edition in your inbox

 
 

Think Sustainable Europe

The idea generator behind the Think2030 platform, Think
Sustainable Europe (TSE) is a pan-European network of
sustainability think tanks, led by IEEP, that provides policymakers
across the continent with sound, science-based analysis and
recommendations.

Latest from TSE members

Ecologic Institute: Podcast | Nature Restoration Law: Restoring Europe's ecosystems & protecting
biodiversity

The Green Tank: National Resources for the Just Transition

IISD: State of Sustainability Initiatives Review: Standards and the Sustainable Development Goals

IDDRI: Building a shared European vision on the reforms of the international financial architecture for
sustainable development

WiseEuropa: Drift or Navigation? Coal Regions Facing Transition

TMG: Food flows: building resilience against compound risks in Nairobi and Cape Town

SEI: Turning out the light: criteria for determining the sequencing of countries phasing out oil extraction
and the just transition implications

CONCITO: Climate Neutrality requires a strengthened, not a curtailed European electricity market
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