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July 2023 Newsletter

This month saw the European Parliament vote in favour of the Nature Restoration Law and the EU
Green Deal in a closely run vote (312 vs 324 voting and 12 abstentions, against the rejection) . This
meant that the EPP failed in their attempts to have the proposal blocked during the plenary vote. The
text now more closely mirrors the version previously adopted by the Council.

This crucial vote underscores the importance of restoring nature and ecosystems as it has a  crucial role
to play in combating climate change and biodiversity loss, while also reducing risks to food security. The
legislation now moves across to interinstitutional negotiations which will see the Parliament negotiate
with the Council to shape the final form of the legislation.  The next inter-institutional talks is tentatively
scheduled for 5 or 10 October with another subsequent round to take place in November. 

However, this victory came at a significant cost, as compromises were made that weakened the
legislation. One of the key compromises centres on the removal of the proposed article on the
restoration of agricultural lands, including peatland restoration, which is crucial for carbon
sequestration and addressing biodiversity loss caused by intensive agriculture.

Additionally, an amendment was adopted to delay the implementation of the law until a study on
Europe's food security is conducted. Another concerning aspect is the removal of an article that
guarantees access to justice, potentially leading to violations of the Aarhus Convention and uneven
implementation across Member States. The text also includes other weakening derogations and
exemptions.

In light of the crucial vote, we published a new briefing on the impacts on the law on the farming sector 
(see here).

Please note that the next edition of our monthly newsletter will be in September. 

Latest from IEEP

Exploring policy options for funding
nature restoration in the next MFF

This discussion report is the result of a
workshop on policy options for funding
nature restoration in the next MFF. Read
more

The potential role of a forest
monitoring framework for EU
climate objectives

Increasing carbon removals from forests is a
necessity in achieving the EU’s overall
climate objective of carbon neutrality by
2050.   Read more

Leveraging free trade agreements
for sustainability

This report assesses the implementation of
the new Trade and Sustainable Development
approach in the EU-Chile trade
agreement.  Read more

Discussion Paper on EU Wellbeing
Economy

Building on the contents of the EU Wellbeing
Economy Coalition Vision Statement, this
discussion paper sets out to explore the key
components of an envisioned wellbeing
economy for Europe. Read more

Taking stock of the progress
towards the SDGs at the UN High
Level Political Forum 2023

 This briefing looks at how the multiple crises
have impacted the path to achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Read more

 European sustainability reporting
standards: Consultation response

IEEP responded to the European
Commission’s public consultation on
European sustainability reporting
standards.  Find out more

Browse our website

Have you read the latest GTN newsletter?

Every two months, GTN's newsletter offers a selection of the most
important news on the trade and environment nexus and
highlights past and future activities of the network's researchers.
Read more

Sign up to receive the next edition in your inbox

Think Sustainable Europe

The idea generator behind the Think2030 platform, Think
Sustainable Europe (TSE) is a pan-European network of
sustainability think tanks, led by IEEP, that provides policymakers
across the continent with sound, science-based analysis and
recommendations.

Latest from TSE members

AMO | “Win Some, Lose Some”: China’s Involvement in the Extractive and Raw Materials Industries in the
Western Balkans

CENSE | How much extreme weather events have affected European power generation in the past
three decades?

CONCITO |  CONCITO and the Summit for a New Global Financing Pact – still chasing “the trillions”

Ecologic Institute | Comparing Policy Options to Address Export-related Carbon Leakage

IISD | Financing a 1.5˚C-Aligned Transition: Insights from energy scenarios for financial institutions

SEI  | High Seas Treaty: searching for common grounds

The Green Tank | Greece on track to reduce its emissions in the ETS sectors
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The Institute for European Environmental Policy
(IEEP) is an independent sustainability think tank
with offices in Brussels. As a not-for-profit
organisation with over 40 years of experience, we
are committed to advancing impact-driven
sustainability policy across the EU and the world.
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