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The EU consumption-based impacts
Perspectives from the EEA
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Territorial vs Consumption-based emissions 

1. Definitions

2. Reporting and 
target setting

3. Policy relevance
 



EU Consumption and the environment

Key Questions

• How are we doing?

• Are we doing well?

• Why is it we see these developments?

• What can we do about it?
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How are we doing? - The EU Consumption Footprint 



Are we doing well? - The EU Consumption Footprint 

FOCUS

1. Decoupling

2. No significant 
reduction

3. 53% outside 
the EU



Are we doing well? – Large differences across countries



The EU Consumption Footprint –Main drivers

PRODUCTION IMPROVEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN ENOUGH SO FAR



Are we doing well? – Planetary boundaries



The solution pathways

Reduce
- Longer product 

lives

- Circular business 
models

Improve
- Resource 
efficiency

- Eco-design

Shift
- Less material 

intensive options

- Reuse



Thank you
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