
2024 EU Elections and beyond: Civil Society & Think 

Tanks on the future of environmental transition

Joe Inwood - EU Elections Campaign Officer

21 May 2024



What is Climate Action Network Europe?

● 200 member organisations across 40 European countries, 

including IEEP and E3G

● European regional node of CAN International: a worldwide 

network of more than 1,300 NGOs

● Secretariat team of 50+ in Brussels and remote

● Policy and advocacy at EU level

○ Climate ambition

○ Energy transition

○ Financing the transition

○ Global transition

○ Western Balkans & Turkey



Our scoreboard in 2019



Scoreboard 2024

Criteria for the selection of 30 policy files:

• Importance of the file for the European Green Deal

• Availability of data

• Specific expertise within the five organisations

Criteria for the selection of 124 votes:

• Ambition ahead of trilogue negotiations

• Representation of civil society priorities

• Relevance in determining the Parliament’s position on a file

Developed jointly with the European Environmental Bureau, BirdLife, Transport & 

Environment and WWF European Policy Office.

3 pillars: 1) Climate-neutral and socially-just transition 2) Nature positive 3) Zero 

pollution and circular economy



Protectors

Procrastinators

Prehistoric thinkers

#votefutureEU





Results available for all 

30 files



EU Political Groups Results: Climate & just transition
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EU Political Groups Results: Nature
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EU Political Groups Results: Pollution & circular economy
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Protectors

Procrastinators

Prehistoric thinkers

#votefutureEUA mixed picture on climate ambition

● There were MEPs who made serious efforts to secure a 

socially-just transition to climate neutrality, from the left to 

the centre-right.

● However, only a minority in the Parliament (the Greens/EFA 

and The Left) voted to unlock the benefits of this transition 

for all of society.

● To keep the 1.5°C target of the Paris Agreement attainable, 

the next European Parliament needs to support an 

acceleration of climate action, with deep and rapid emission 

cuts this decade.



Protectors

Procrastinators

Prehistoric thinkers

#votefutureEUOverall conclusions

● Major gaps exist between citizens’ priorities and the voting 

records of groups and national parties.

● Tackling the climate crisis and addressing its impacts needs to be 

a priority for the next Parliament.

● We need to mobilise citizens to vote for a climate neutral, nature 

positive and socially just Europe…

● …and then Protectors in all political groups need to step up in the 

next mandate.





Thank you!

joe.inwood@caneurope.org
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