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Green backlash looming in the EU elections?




Background

* Joined study with Tarik Abou-Chadi (University of
Oxford) & Markus Kollberg (Humboldt University)

* Online survey quota sampled by age, gender,
region, and education in Germany, France, and

Poland

* Detailed data: about 5,000 participants per
country, allowing for subgroup analysis

* New data: November and December 2023
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General attitudes towards climate policy

We surveyed participants in Germany, France, and Poland regarding their overall support for ongaing climate action. Participants were asked to express their views on whether there is a
necessity for more ambitious policies to combat climate change or if they believe that existing climate measures have already exceeded acceptable limits. Responses were collected on an 11-
point scale, where '0' indicated a belief that ‘policies should do a lot more to combat climate change’, and '10" signified the perception that ‘policies to combat climate change have already gone

too far.!

The plots below showcase the results for the three surveyed countries. Utilizing the filters provided in the boxes on the right, you can explore the general attitudes towards climate action across

different subgroups.

Please note that the colored segments within the bar charts represent the proportion of respandents wha indicated their intention to vote for the respective political parties in the upcoming
European elections in June 2024,
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Try it yourself!
Apply the different filter options to gain insights into the
attitudes towards climate policy among various
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General support for climate policy



General attitudes towards climate policy
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Majority still in favour of more
ambitious climate policy

Applies to Germany (approx. 53%),
France (57%), and Poland (approx.
52%)

Sizeable minority (31% in Germany)
believes climate policy has gone too
far

Dominated by supporters of far-right
parties and no big increase in recent
years



Support for concrete climate policies



Relative support for climate policies

Government investments in public local and long-distance transportation

Energy companies must generate an increasing share of renewable energy
Energy-intensive industries must use an increasing share of renewable energy
Government investments in the expansion of the power grid in Germany

Incentive for building insulation measures

Subsidies for research in the field of green energy

Transition to environmentally friendly heating systems in public buildings

Subsidy for transitioning to more environmentally friendly processes in energy-intensive industries
Ban on private jet flights

Higher purchase incentives for solar panels or small wind turbines on houses
Subsidies for the production of solar panels or wind turbines

Mandatory insulation measures in public building

Subsidies for research in the field of green mobility

Ban on short-haul flights within Germany

Higher tax on aviation fuel (kerosene)

Mandatory insulation measures for new construction

Subsidies to reduce the electricty costs for energy intensive industries

Infrastructure projects will only be awarded to companies using climate-neutral materials
Subsidies for the operators of wind and solar parks

Heating systems must be operated with an increasing share of renewable energy
Purchase incentives for heat pumps

Abolition of environmentally harmful subsidies for fuels such as diesel and kerosene
Purchase incentives for bicycles and e-bikes

No additional measures beyond those already approved by the parliament and the federal states
Transition to electric cars in public institutions

Requirement for environmentally friendly heating or heat pumps in new construction
Higher purchase incentives for electric cars

Subsidies for heat pump manufacturers

Higher COz2 price for the use of coal and natural gas in energy-intensive industries
Higher CO2 price for energy generation from coal and natural gas

Ban on the use of coal, gas, and oil in energy-intensive industries

Toll fees on highways and in city centers - except for electric cars

Subsidies for electric car manufacturers

Exemption from parking fees for electric cars

Ban on the use of fossil energy from coal, gas, and oil

Higher COz2 price for diesel and gasoline in the transportation sector

Ban on oil and gas heating in existing and new residential buildings

Higher COz price for gas or heating oil in the building sector

Ban on cars with internal combustion engines

Estimated 'Popularity’ of climate policies in Germany
Relative to Baseline: No additional measures

Estimates from Bradley-Terry Model with intervals from quasi Standard Errors
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Relative support for climate policies ’

1. No general backlash: a wide range of climate measures preferred
over the status quo

2. Industrial and investment policies especially popular: for instance,
expansion of rail transport, electricity networks, subsidies for green
technologies

3. Targeted regulatory measures find support: green standards for
industry and power generation, ban on short-haul or private flights

4. Broad bans and CO2 pricing mechanisms relatively unpopular: e.g.,
CO2 price in the transportation and housing sectors, ban on internal
combustion engine cars
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Supporters of green and left-leaning parties q

Estimated 'Popularity’ of climate policies in Germany
Relative to baseline: No additional measures

Energy companies must generate an increasing share of renewable energy !
Government investments in public local and long-distance transportation !
Energy-intensive industries must use an increasing share of renewable energy i
Subsidies for research in the field of green energy }
Transition to environmentally friendly heating systems in public buildings !
Incentive for building insulation measures 1
Subsidy for transitioning to more environmentally friendly processes in energy-intensive industries :
Subsidies for research in the field of green mobility !
Government investments in the expansion of the power grid in Germany '
Subsidies for the production of solar panels or wind turbines ;
Ban on short-haul flights within Germany }
Subsidies for the operators of wind and solar parks !
Ban on private jet flights T
Mandatory insulation measures in public building l
Higher tax on aviation fuel (kerosene) !
Abolition of environmentally harmful subsidies for fuels such as diesel and kerosene '
Mandatory insulation measures for new construction }
Heating systems must be operated with an increasing share of renewable energy }
Infrastructure projects will only be awarded to companies using climate-neutral materials !
Higher purchase incentives for solar panels or small wind turbines on houses i
Requirement for environmentally friendly heating or heat pumps in new construction 1
Transition to electric cars in public institutions !
Purchase incentives for heat pumps '
Higher CO2 price for the use of coal and natural gas in energy-intensive industries l
Subsidies to reduce the electricty costs for energy intensive industries }
Higher CO2 price for energy generation from coal and natural gas !
Purchase incentives for bicycles and e-bikes i
Toll fees on highways and in city centers - except for electric cars }
Ban on the use of coal, gas, and oil in energy-intensive industries !
Ban on the use of fossil energy from coal, gas, and oil i
Subsidies for heat pump manufacturers }
Higher purchase incentives for electric cars }
Subsidies for electric car manufacturers
Higher CO2 price for diesel and gasoline in the transportation sector
Exemption from parking fees for electric cars
No additional measures beyond those already approved by the parliament and the federal states - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --------- - - - - - -~ S e e R
Higher COz2 price for gas or heating oil in the building sector .
Ban on oil and gas heating in existing and new residential buildings ]
Ban on cars with internal combustion engines !
-2.5 1.5 -0.5 0.5 15 2.5
Bradley-Terry estimates

Die Griinen, SPD & Die Linke



M Hertie School
Jacques Delors Centre

Supporters of far-right parties

Estimated 'Popularity’ of climate policies in Germany
Relative to baseline: No additional measures

Government investments in public local and long-distance transportation | ————
Government investments in the expansion of the power grid in Germany —_—
Incentive for building insulation measures —_—
Ban on private jet flights ——
No additional measures beyond those already approved by the parliament and the federal states -~ ------------------------- -~ 1 e e
Energy companies must generate an increasing share of renewable energy —_—O—
Higher purchase incentives for solar panels or small wind turbines on houses —_—
Energy-intensive industries must use an increasing share of renewable energy —_—
Subsidies to reduce the electricty costs for energy intensive industries —O—
Subsidy for transitioning to more environmentally friendly processes in energy-intensive industries —_—
Transition to environmentally friendly heating systems in public buildings — Qe
Higher tax on aviation fuel (kerosene) —_——
Subsidies for research in the field of green energy —_——
Purchase incentives for bicycles and e-bikes —_——
Mandatory insulation measures in public building N

Subsidies for the production of solar panels or wind turbines —_——
Ban on short-haul flights within Germany —_——
Purchase incentives for heat pumps —_—
Subsidies for research in the field of green mobility ——C—
Higher purchase incentives for electric cars R t—
Mandatory insulation measures for new construction —_——
Subsidies for the operators of wind and solar parks —_—
Infrastructure projects will only be awarded to companies using climate-neutral materials S
Heating systems must be operated with an increasing share of renewable energy -_—
Subsidies for heat pump manufacturers —_—
Abolition of environmentally harmful subsidies for fuels such as diesel and kerosene —_—
Transition to electric cars in public institutions ——
Higher CO2 price for energy generation from coal and natural gas -_—
Higher CO2 price for the use of coal and natural gas in energy-intensive industries —— e
Exemption from parking fees for electric cars —_—
Requirement for environmentally friendly heating or heat pumps in new construction —_—
Toll fees on highways and in city centers - except for electric cars —_——
Subsidies for electric car manufacturers ————
———
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Ban on oil and gas heating in existing and new residential buildings -_
Higher CO2 price for gas or heating oil in the building sector —e
Ban on the use of fossil energy from coal, gas, and oil ———
Higher CO2 price for diesel and gasoline in the transportation sector —O——
Ban on cars with internal combustion engines —_—
-2.5 -1.5 -0.5 05 1.5 2.5

Bradley-Terry estimates
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Estimated 'Popularity’ of climate policies in Germany
Relative to baseline: No additional measures

Government investments in public local and long-distance transportation ! -_—
Government investments in the expansion of the power grid in Germany ! ——
Incentive for building insulation measures i -_—
Energy companies must generate an increasing share of renewable energy | _—
Subsidies for research in the field of green energy b ——
Transition to environmentally friendly heating systems in public buildings ! — e
Energy-intensive industries must use an increasing share of renewable energy | ——
Higher purchase incentives for solar panels or small wind turbines on houses | —
Subsidies to reduce the electricty costs for energy intensive industries | —C—
Subsidy for transitioning to more environmentally friendly processes in energy-intensive industries | ——
Subsidies for the production of solar panels or wind turbines | ———

Mandatory insulation measures in public building -——
Subsidies for research in the field of green mobility —_
Infrastructure projects will only be awarded to companies using climate-neutral materials —C—
Ban on private jet flights .
Mandatory insulation measures for new construction ——
Purchase incentives for heat pumps —_——
Heating systems must be operated with an increasing share of renewable energy —l—
Ban on short-haul flights within Germany —0—
No additional measures beyond those already approved by the parliament and the federal states - - ------------------------ -~ L
Higher tax on aviation fuel (kerosene) —_——
Subsidies for the operators of wind and solar parks e
Transition to electric cars in public institutions —_——
Requirement for environmentally friendly heating or heat pumps in new construction —_——
Purchase incentives for bicycles and e-bikes —_—
Higher purchase incentives for electric cars —_—
Subsidies for heat pump manufacturers —_—O0—
Abolition of environmentally harmful subsidies for fuels such as diesel and kerosene —_—— |
Subsidies for electric car manufacturers —e !
Higher CO2 price for the use of coal and natural gas in energy-intensive industries —_—— 1
Toll fees on highways and in city centers - except for electric cars e |
Higher CO2 price for energy generation from coal and natural gas —— !
Ban on the use of coal, gas, and oil in energy-intensive industries —— !
Exemption from parking fees for electric cars —_— :
Ban on the use of fossil energy from coal, gas, and oil —— .
Higher CO2 price for gas or heating oil in the building sector —C— !
Higher CO2 price for diesel and gasoline in the transportation sector —_— T
Ban on oil and gas heating in existing and new residential buildings —— i
Ban on cars with internal combustion engines —— !
-2.5 1.5 -0.5 0.5 1.5 2.5

Bradley-Terry estimates
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How to design concrete policies?



Design of climate policies

Financing of popular policies: tax increases unpopular;
instead: budget cuts in other areas (esp. in FR and PL) or
higher public debt (esp. left-leaning voters in DE)

Design of unpopular policies: scepticism towards carbon
pricing decreases when combined with progressive
redistribution of revenues

EU-investment instrument: surprisingly popular especially
if it if it combines climate goals with other priorities, above
all, economic security
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Takeaways for the European elections



Key takeaways

1. No broad backlash: a majority in the three countries still in favor of
more ambitious climate policy

2. Choice and design of policies: particularly relevant to climate policy
“swing voters” in the center of the political spectrum

3. Party positions matter: political actors could fabricate the fatigue
they are trying to cater to

4. Takeaways for next EU climate policy cycle

e  Stronger focus on green industrial and investment policies
(comes with financing questions)

*  Emphasis on realizing a just transition

M1 Hertie School
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Interactive online dashboard

General attitudes towards climate policy

- ) We surveyed participants in Germany, France, and Poland regarding their overall support for ongoing climate action. Participants were asked to express their views on whether there is a
DEbu n kl ng the BaCkIaSh 07 March 2024 necessity for more ambitious policies to combat climate change or if they believe that existing climate measures have already exceeded limits. llected on an 11-

#CreenTransition point scale, where 0 indicated a belief that *policies should do a lot more to combat climate change’, and 10" signified the perception that ‘policies to combat climate change have already gone

Uncovering European Voters* , foofer
WEuropeanklections
C I = t P f 1 nPublicOpinion The plots below showcase the results for the three surveyed countries. Utilizing the filters provided in the boxes on the right, you can explore the general attitudes towards climate action acrass
Imate rrererences different subgroups.
Tarik Abou-Chadi, University of Oxford Please note that the colored segments within the bar charts represent the proportion of respondents who indicated their intention to vote for the respective political parties in the upcoming

European elections in June 2024,

Jannik Jansen, Jacques Delors Centre

Markus Kollberg, Humboldt Universcty TOTAL OBSERVATIONS IN GERMANY NUMBER OF SELECTED OBSERVATIONS SHARE OF TOTAL OBSERVATIONS
LE ]
Nils Redeker, Jacques Delors Centre = 5245 5245 1

The notion of a broad green backlash is set to dominate this year's European

election campaign. Based on new survey data from more than 15.000 Attitude towards Climate Policy in Germany Filter -
respondents in Germany, France, and Poland, we show that it is largely it "
overblown. A majority of voters still wish for a more ambitious climate policy < Downlozd Plot yityoursel
:::’ mu':uw 3 raft :L:‘::“:h:‘;:::':wz M:ief?:o:ml:s"::; Attitude towards continued climate action :3?3;2::: :::’;l;:'[?;ﬁ:gz:’f;‘:::f:::mm the
on green'imzstmenl and industrial policy and oﬂsenln:?neasures Iors:ﬁe:ﬁve 800 subgrups
but unpopular policies like carbon pricing. Parties should not waste the coming 2 Filter Voting Intention
months outbidding each other over how to cater to imagined climate fatigue g = s —
but compete over concrete recipes to green the economy. 5 | R
E o | = e Filter Age Groups
The narrative of a widespread green backlash is set to dominate this Ezoo I I I ] - Total
year's European election campaign. The outgoing European Commission's
overwhelming policy focus on climate - a famillar story goes {e.g. here and here) 0 HEm N . - -_ ! — Filter Level of Education
= has left voters increasingly dislllusioned with the downsides of the economic o 1 2 3 4 5 65 7 8 9 10 Total
transformation. So, when Europeans head to the ballot box this summer, they Attitude towards dimate policy
will turn towards politiclans that promise to scale down EU climate ambitions, {0 = Politics should do 3 lot more to combat climate change ; Filter Gender
10 = Policies to combat climate change have already gone too f
pause green regulation, or pivot to different topics altogether. This narrative oceunting s Smcte - T ST e L s & Resces . moos) Total
seems plausible. It fits what we see in party manifestos, farmers' protests, and
the final political rows within the outgoing European Parliament. However,

what we see in our data doesn't really bear this out.

To get a comprehensive understanding of voters’ climate preferences inthe
run-up to the elections, we surveyed 15,000 people in Germany, France, and
Polandin December 2023. We used large representative samples, measuring
preferences on more than 40 specific climate policies and different policy
design options, and leveraging state-of-the-art survey experiments. Three
findings stand out. 16




Thank you!
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