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Background

• Joined study with Tarik Abou-Chadi (University of 
Oxford) & Markus Kollberg (Humboldt University) 

• Online survey quota sampled by age, gender, 
region, and education in Germany, France, and 
Poland

• Detailed data: about 5,000 participants per 
country, allowing for subgroup analysis

• New data: November and December 2023



General support for climate policy



General attitudes towards climate policy

• Majority still in favour of more  
ambitious climate policy

• Applies to Germany (approx. 53%), 
France (57%), and Poland (approx. 
52%)

• Sizeable minority (31% in Germany) 
believes climate policy has gone too 
far

• Dominated by supporters of far-right 
parties and no big increase in recent 
years

53.4% 30.9%



Support for concrete climate policies



Relative support for climate policies



1. No general backlash: a wide range of climate measures preferred 
over the status quo

2. Industrial and investment policies especially popular: for instance, 
expansion of rail transport, electricity networks, subsidies for green 
technologies

3. Targeted regulatory measures find support: green standards for 
industry and power generation, ban on short-haul or private flights

4. Broad bans and CO2 pricing mechanisms relatively unpopular: e.g., 
CO2 price in the transportation and housing sectors, ban on internal 
combustion engine cars

Relative support for climate policies



Supporters of green and left-leaning parties



Supporters of far-right parties



Supporters of liberal and centre-right parties



How to design concrete policies?



Design of climate policies

• Financing of popular policies: tax increases unpopular; 
instead: budget cuts in other areas (esp. in FR and PL) or 
higher public debt (esp. left-leaning voters in DE)

• Design of unpopular policies: scepticism towards carbon 
pricing decreases when combined with progressive 
redistribution of revenues 

• EU-investment instrument: surprisingly popular especially 
if it if it combines climate goals with other priorities, above 
all, economic security



Takeaways for the European elections



Key takeaways

1. No broad backlash: a majority in the three countries still in favor of 
more ambitious climate policy

2. Choice and design of policies: particularly relevant to climate policy 
“swing voters” in the center of the political spectrum

3. Party positions matter: political actors could fabricate the fatigue 
they are trying to cater to

4. Takeaways for next EU climate policy cycle

• Stronger focus on green industrial and investment policies 
(comes with financing questions)

• Emphasis on realizing a just transition
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Interactive online dashboard



Thank you!
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